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Nine-Patch Squares

Mrs. Bryson’s first grade class completed 
their geometry unit during the month of 
April.  An activity the children 
participated in was making a nine-patch 
square design using squares, triangles and 
rectangles.  

The lesson began with reading Eight 
Hands Round: A Patchwork Alphabet.  
The children then choose from one of 
four designs to copy using construction 
squares of two colors. 



! Last week we had a visit 
from the dental hygienists at 
Gorham Dentistry. We learned 
all about the fundamentals of 
good oral health care.  We 
talked about brushing, flossing, 
eating healthy food, and staying 
away from sugary foods and 
drinks.  The children loved it,  
 and were           each 
 treated              to a new   
tooth-                  brush           
 and                     tooth-
paste!
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We would like to 
extend a GRRREAT 

BIG Great Falls 
Thank You to Tiffany 

Cupps for her 
wonderful bulletin 

boards located in our 
stairwell lobby. Each 
month she volunteers 

time, effort and 
creativity resulting in 
displays that catch 
the attention and 
appreciation of all 

who pass by. We are 
quite grateful. 



Dear Great Falls Parents,

Next year??  We’re not even done with this year!  But the staff at Great Falls is already 
thinking about your child’s placement for the fall of 2013. On April 29th letters of 
explanation about Student Placement at Great Falls School were sent home.  Didn’t get one?  
Make sure to let us know ASAP and we will send another one home.

 The letter notes that part of our placement procedure includes 
input from you. On the form provided, you may share with us any 
pertinent information you think we should have prior to placing your 
child. Of course, you are also welcome to send this information to 
Becky Fortier, Michael Lortie, or me via e-mail. Please make sure to 
send this along no later than May 6th. Our work on placement begins 
shortly thereafter.  In order for us to best consider your input it is 
best to have it before we begin.  Please remember that the request 
for particular teachers and particular friends for your child cannot 
be honored, but any information you feel important to share about 
your child that you believe may influence placement decisions would be most welcome. 

In the effort to place your child in what we project to be the best instructional 
environment, we juggle many factors, creating and recreating lists in conjunction with 
classroom teachers and specialists.  It is our full and sincere intention to set your child up 
for a successful and meaningful school year. Thank you for understanding that the process is 
complex.

In the meantime, let’s remember that this school is far from over. There’s much to do, so 
any assistance you can lend in keeping our students focused is greatly appreciated!

We look forward to seeing all of our Great Falls parents at the Parent Step-Up Night on May 
14th from 6:00 – 7:00 pm. This is an adults-only evening.  Your child will have his/her own 
Step-up Day on June 14th during the school day. After some brief general remarks in the 
gym, you will be given a chance to hear about your child’s next year’s grade from one of the 
teachers in that grade level.  We truly look forward to having a terrific turnout!  Please 
make sure to introduce yourself to Becky Fortier and me if we have not already met!

Additionally, May brings our spring round of NWEA for students in grades 
3 – 5 and CBM assessments for grades K-2. These assessments are 
important measures for us to get a look at your child’s academic growth 
during the course of the school year. Lots of sleep, nutritious food and 
positive encouragement from you go a long way in helping us receive 
accurate and reliable information. 

I wish you a lovely Spring!

Jane Esty



On Wednesday, April 10, the whole fifth grade went on 
a field trip to the Boston Museum of Science. With 
excitement in the air, we departed early in the morning 
to arrive at the museum at around 10:45 a.m. Once 
there, we separated into groups (with chaperones) in 
which we were assigned. The groups then decided 
what they wanted to see. 
! First, the majority of the groups decided to 
witness the live animal presentation, the first 
presentation of the day. The presenter brought out a 
skunk and taught us about its defenses and other 
animalʼs defenses. He showed us how to track skunks 
and he even told us some fun facts about them.
! Next, people discovered the musical stairs 
quickly. They acted like a piano and sensed how you 
walked up the stairs. They then create a sound to 
correspond with your movement.
!  Near that, people observed the WW2 duck 
boat frame, displaying all the parts and how they work 
to make it float in the water.
! Another popular exhibit was the fossil exhibit. 
There was an abundant amount of interesting fossils 
and skulls on display. Many students found the coral 
and shell samples to be their favorite part of this 
exhibit, when others found interest in the gigantic 
alligator skulls. The life-sized, artificial animals were 
unbelievable to just look at. Many people learned that 
if the animalʼs eyes were on the side, they were prey, 
and if the animalʼs eyes are on the front, they are 
predators.
! Right around the corner from that, the rock and 
mineral exhibit could be found. You could choose to 
observe rocks under a microscope or just examine 
them through the glass. We learned a number of 
things from the periodic table and about what objects 
like batteries are made of!

! After that, we came across a mechanical, 
chain reaction tower. Balls would roll down and hit 
different parts which would then trigger off something 
to hit another ball. You could see all the moving parts 
of the display. We used some of that information for a 
project done at school. 
! Later on, another presentation was beginning. 
Whoever decided to attend the SuperCold Science 
presentation, learned a lot. The presenter did 
experiments dealing with liquid nitrogen. The audience 
acted as scientists, making hypothesis, making 
observations, and more. We learned that liquid 
nitrogenʼs boiling point was below zero! Another thing 
that we learned is that solids couldnʼt be frozen. When 
solids get heat taken away, the characteristics change 
with the molecules moving slower. 
! Meanwhile, many people were already 
claiming their seats for the popular electricity and 
lightning show. Everybody packed into the theater to 
see the mesmerizing lightning and sparks. One of the 
bolts had over one-million volts of electricity!
! After lunch, many groups went to go visit the 
“Science in the Park” exhibit. It was set up like a park, 
but you would either see how many mps (meters per 
second) you can run or discover which swing goes 
faster. 
! Afterward, if you were lucky, you would find the 
“Hurricane Experience”. We stepped into a box with 
wind reaching an astounding 79 mph!
! Finally, after a long, exhausting day at the 
museum, it was time to depart. There was not one 
apathetic student that day. This is the trip that every 
student in the school is excited about. It helps defines 
how marvelous 5th grade is.  !!    -Madison F

The Boston Museum of Science Field Trip



Great Falls Elementary School
    Lines from the Learning Lab

    by Mrs. Sawyer
                                               

Theme Five: Fighting Summer Regression          

    Don’t spend the 
summer stuck in 
reverse, especially 
when it comes to 
math and reading 
skills! 
   Did you know 
children can lose 
up to three 
months of learning 
over summer 
vacation? 
   It can be 
difficult for kids 
to stay motivated 
in math and 
reading, so it’s 
important to keep 
them engaged in 
fun learning 
activities.

    Help Your Child Combat 
                the Summer Brain Drain!

Play Games: Traditional games keeps your mind sharp and they’re 
just plain fun! Card games such as Blink, Crazy 8s and Go Fish~
Board games like chess and checkers~ Car games such as Buzz, I Spy 
and 20 Questions are all fun and easy to play.

Take a Summer Reading Challenge: Make reading a 
competitive event. Most children respond well when they set goals 
and earn rewards. Reading as few as five books will ensure growth 
in reading skills!
 Scholastic Summer Challenge

    Barnes & Noble Summer Reading 
    Baxter Memorial Summer Reading 

Practice Skills with Technology: 
   www.timezattack.com             https://www.xtramath.org/  
   http://www.ixl.com                  http://www.figurethis.org/index.html   
   http://www.mathcats.com/       http://www.coolmath.com/

   http://www.funbrain.com/        http://www.storynory.com/

  http://funschool.kaboose.com   http://pbskids.org/games/       

Enjoy Real Life Experiences Together:
•  Have your child help compute the change they will receive  
   when shopping, or plan a road trip completely, including    
   predicting how many miles they will travel.  

•  Talk often with your child and point out reading materials  
  wherever possible:  on menus, magazines and newspapers, 
  signs, brochures, maps, guidebooks, smart phones, ipads, etc.
  
Involving your children, and connecting learning to their 

everyday lives, helps them realize their potential in 
math and reading.
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