+

Great Falls
Chatter
June 2016

+

IN THIS ISSUE:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How Will You “Stand Out?”
Poetry Tea Party with Mrs. Sturgis’ Class
Ocean Visit from Mr. & Mrs. Fish
Special Olympics Champions
Nature Exploration with Mrs. Plummer
Grades 1-5 Chorus Concert Performances
Augusta Bound! 4th Grade Field Trip
Great Falls Career Fair
Hatching Chicken & Duckling Eggs

+

How will YOU “Stand Out?”

Main Stage Academy, a singing, acting, & dancing ensemble, performed
their “Stand Out” show to 3rd & 4th grade students at Great Falls
Elementary. Their positive, uplifting performance encouraged students
to “Stand Out” by following
their passions, being an
independent thinker, and
staying strong to impact
bully behavior. Following
their enthusiastic
performance, students from
Ms. Kelly’s class completed
the thought provoking
writing prompt: “How will
you stand out?”
I will stand out by believing in myself, and not caring about what other people think of me.
I can change the world by adding kindness. ~Olivia
How I will stand out is to at recess if there is a kid that has no one to play with, I will play
with the kid. I will make someone happy if they are sad about something or someone. And, I
will raise money for a cancer called Leukemia.

~Zsa Zsa

I will stand out by making sure everybody is safe and everyone is happy because that’s
what I want to do. I already clean trash around our house. I don’t know why there is a lot
of it every day. And, I want to maybe be a doctor when I’m older to make a difference.
~Adam
I will stand out by not letting anyone get to me. I will stand out by helping others. I will
stand out by encouraging others to do what’s right.

~Claire

I will stand out because I will stand up to a bully, never give up, and keep trying! ~Abby
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Poetry Tea P arty!
Students in Mrs. Sturgis’ class sipped
“tea” in fancy teacups while sharing
poetry selecti ons they c reated. The kids
each wrote poems, published their favori te pieces, and shar ed wi th one
another in a community cir cle. It was jolly good fun!

An Ocean Visit from Mr. & Mrs. Fish!
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Special Olympics Champions!
On April 29th, a hand full of our students
participated in the Special Olympics
track & field events held at Bonny Eagle
High School. After a warm send off by
our Great Falls family, students
participated in a long jump competition,
softball throwing event, and the 50meter dash.
There were many prideful smiles as
students received their ribbon for
placing in the 50- meter dash.

Fantastic job boys!

Exploring Nature in the Outdoor Classroom with Mrs. Plummer!
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Mrs. Plummer joined Mrs. vanLuling's class for a day of fun down at the pond.
Mrs. Plummer works for the Portland Water District. She is a member of their
school outreach program. The children talked with her a bit about pond life
and then went to work as scientists seeking out the many wonderful creatures
living in our very own Great Falls pond. Buckets were filled with pond water.
The kids went to work discovering numerous bugs and other water creatures
by using a number of tools including magnifying glasses. We hope to plan
another visit in the near future!

Singing with Gusto! Grades 1-5 Chorus Concerts

+

5

+

6

7

Augusta Bound!
The fourth grade went to Augusta to visit the State House and the Maine State
Museum. They participated in hands-on programs as they learned more about early
Maine history, government and Maine animals. They got to tour the State House and
learn more about the legislative process.
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Great Falls Career Fair
Research shows that the earlier children start thinking about their
future careers, the more time they’ll have to explore the many
options that are available. That’s why Great Falls Elementary
School hosted its 5th Annual Career Fair at the beginning of
May. Thirty presenters came to share their careers with the
students. Students were able to ask questions, see demonstrations,
play games, and try out various tools. It was an interactive,
educational and fun afternoon. The staff and students of Great Falls
Elementary would like to thank the following presenters for coming
to our school and sharing their knowledge and time with us:
Todd Lyons - Masiello Realty
Doshu Allan Viernes - Jukado Martial Arts
Sherri Faber - The Bookworm/Business Owner
Jason Yahwak- Pulmonary Critical Care Doctor
Dave Hebert - Moody’s Collision Center
Michelle Belhumeur - Social Worker
Heidi Wheelan - Baxter Memorial Library
Jean Fecteau - Cardiac Technician
Felicia Mazzone - Animal Refuge League
Ben Moreland & Mike Coffin - Gorham Police Officer
Brian Rancourt - Seimens Engineering
Lori Perez Morse - Travel Agent
Heather Perry- Superintendent of Gorham Schools
Scott Martin- Sports Copy Editor Portland Press Herald
Michael Smith - Physical Therapist
John Krouse - Keller Williams Realty
James Beardsley- Lawyer, Lowry Associates
Brett Sedenka - Web Developer
Karen MacDonald- Port Resources
Bob Cotta - Manufacturing Engineer
Melissa Mullen - Professional Photographer
Trish Moulton- Dance Studio of Maine
Emma Stanley - Musician
John Palme - Idexx Marketing
Jenn Grant - Findview Farms
Katie Towns - Dental Assistant
Terry Mooers – RN
Natasha Williamson - Nurse
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+ What do I want to be when I grow up?
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+ Ms. Tibbitts’ and Mrs. McAllister’s Chicken Eggs
Written by: Anna Dumais and Lilli Noel
The McTibbitts 4th grade classes got chicken eggs from Mrs. Gobel’s farm.
They got 36 eggs and on day 14, 30 were developing. The eggs take 21 days to
incubate before they hatch. They were due on May 23rd. Surprisingly, on day 2,
the chicks’ heart beats for the first time. The students from both classes are
collecting data on the weight of the chicken eggs. On the due date, May 23,
none of the eggs hatched. Two days later, still none hatched. Mrs. Gobel
brought a couple of her week-old chicks from her farm.

Egg one

Egg two

Egg three

5/3/16
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59g

5/9/16
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5/13/16
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Ms. Simpson’s Duckling Eggs
Ms. Simpson’s kindergarten class is hatching duckling eggs. They are
mostly white, but really dirty. They're more dirty then the chicken eggs. The
duckling eggs only take 28 days to hatch. They are also larger than the chicken
eggs.

