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Great Falls Kindergartens and
First Grades
Need Your Help!

We are collecting donations of
food, blankets, towels, treats, pet
toys, collars, leashes for the Animal
Refuge League in Westbrook.
We will be collecting the donations
through the month of February.
There is a table set up in the main
foyer by the office.

Remember that there are cats,
dogs, kittens, puppies and
sometimes birds, rabbits, hamsters
and other small animals. Please
help us and if you need
more information, call:
872-9771. Thank you so
much for your support!

Hello Great Falls Families and Happy New Year!
Things at Great Falls School are hummin’ with the start of 2013! This is a
time of concentrated focus on instruction and mid-year assessments. In
addition to regular classroom assessments, January and February has the
following in store for more standardized testing:

Kindergarten students have literacy and math skills assessed with the DIBELS (Dynamic Indicator of
Basic Early Literacy Skills) and POP (Math Achievement Predictor of Performance). These scores
should be to you before February vacation.
Grades 1 through 3 have had mid-year fluency checked with CBM (Curriculum Based Measures). You
should have already received these scores, but if not please check in with your child’s teacher.
Grades 1-through 5 will have their math skills checked before February vacation through the Every
Day Math Mid-Year test.
Grade three students will be assessed with the CogAt sometime during the months of January and
February. This is a measure of how your child learns, rather than what your child has learned.
And finally, our fourth grade students will take part in the NAEP (National Assessment of Educational
Progress). You should had have already received a letter explaining this assessment, but please
contact the office if you have not.
WHEW! The child who is well-rested and enjoying healthy nutrition will be most prepared to tackle
the rigors of daily learning and these assessments. As always, your help in making sure that this
happens at home is most greatly appreciated.
During the month of January, we will be celebrating the Code of Conduct area of Respect in our school
assembly. In February, starting the week of February 11th we will have a week celebrating friendship
and acts of kindness. We know that many parents generously contribute to the classrooms parties
that happen during that week. Our Great Falls Wellness Team would like to remind you that healthy,
low/no sugar snacks or even non-food tokens are the best choice in helping us fight child obesity and
promote healthy children.
Teachers are also involved in a concentrated learning time during
these winter months. Staff has been digging into the new Common
Core State Standards in literacy and in math. These standards form
the newest framework for curriculum and skills instruction. They are
complex and rigorous, and our staff has worked diligently to
familiarize themselves and begin the incorporation of these
standards into their teaching. This is the work that they will be
doing on January 31st (early release for your child) and February 1st
(a no student day). In addition, on February 1st the full Gorham
Schools staff will be working with Chuck Saufler, a guest speaker
from the organization Safe Schools For All, assisting us in understanding how our schools can be bullyfree and welcoming to all students.
So, as you can see, despite the cold temps outside, teaching and learning are hot, Hot, HOT at Great
Falls!
My best to you –

Jane Esty

Things are bubbly in Ms. Leeper’s Class
Miss Leeper’s third graders have a class pet! He is a
Betta Fish, and the students voted on the name
Bubbles for him. The fish has been a member of the
classroom community since early December. Students
enjoy taking care of the fish by feeding him everyday
at their snack time. Some students chose to write
what they think the life of a fish would be like, as a
creative, independent writing activity. Many students
have drawn pictures and made name tags for the class
pet. They also enjoy having input on the types of
aquatic decorations and “furniture” for his tank.

Miss Leeper's 3rd grade class finishing a
craft they had done with their
Kindergarten reading buddies from Ms.
Simpson's class.

Ms. Bartash's Third Grade
Our third grade has teamed up with Mrs. Simpson's morning kindergarten
class for "Reading Buddies" this year. Every Friday morning our class selects
books that we believe our reading
buddy will enjoy and we bring
them to their classroom and read
to them. Our class has talked
about good reading strategies to
use when reading aloud to others,
how to keep a good pace and to
use expression when needed. We
have gotten to know our buddies
through the year by reading to
them and creating a holiday craft
together. As our kindergarten
friends are learning to read
books, they will read to us at
some point and we can be the
teachers and help them get
better at reading. Getting to
know the youngest members
in our school will help us to
remember to be good role
models and give them a friendly
face to see when they are at
school for the next few years.
We really like going to see our
reading buddies and are excited
to do more projects together.
We will continue to read
throughout the school year and
end with a celebration.

Ms. Walsh’s Third Graders
Students in third grade are learning a lot
about different ways to use technology!
In our increasingly digital world, students
need to know more than just how to use
technology, they need to be able to apply
it for learning and exploring.
One of the learning standards of the
ISTE NETS (International Society for
Technology in Education) is
“Communication and Collaboration”.
Students need to “Interact, collaborate
and publish with peers....employing a
variety of digital environments and
media.” To this end, third graders are
currently working on a “Continent
KeyNote Presentation” as a means to
publish and present their work. After
spending several weeks studying the 7
Continents and other aspects of

Geography (“How does where you live
affect how you live?”), students learned
how to use Keynote Presentation
software, and how to effectively carry
out internet web searches. We also
discussed features that make an
effective presentation. Students were
then paired up, and assigned one
continent to research as a team. Topics
include: Location, Climate, Landforms,
Plants, Animals, Countries and Natural
Resources. Once completed, students will
present their Keynote Slide Show to one
another, and also evaluate their peers.
This Continent project integrates social
studies, informational reading, nonfiction writing and research. The Common
Core Standards of Speaking and Listening
are also employed. The students are very
excited to complete and present their
projects!

This is Ms.
Walsh’s Class
having a
"pajama day"
to celebrate excellent
student behavior in
the classroom.
This
picture was
taken right before
Christmas break.

FLU SEASON IS DEFINITELY HERE
We are seeing lots of flu like symptoms (fever and cough, sometimes a sore
throat), and also the norovirus (vomiting and diarrhea). Please remember that
students should stay at home until they have been free of fever, vomiting and/
or diarrhea for at least 24 hours (without the use of Tylenol or Ibuprofen).
In addition, please do not send medications to school with your child. ANY meds,
even over the counter, should be delivered by an adult and we must have a doctor's
note to administer ANY meds at school (even over the counter meds). These policies
are in place for your child's safety and for the safety of others. I would prefer that
students bring their own water bottles to school to drink water throughout the day,
rather than cough drops, but if you feel that your child must have cough drops, we need
a doctor's note for any cough drops with additives such as vitamins, cough
suppressants, etc. Hall's Breezers or Luden's can usually be found without additives.

Dear Parents,
Due to the increasing number of student with severe allergies to foods and other products that
are life-threatening, we are asking you to review with your child the allergy procedure located in the
school handbook. We need your co-operation in speaking with your child regarding the importance of
NOT sharing food with others here at school or on the bus in order to avoid inadvertent exposure to a
food which could cause a severe allergic reaction. Students may choose to sit at an allergy safe table
available in the cafeteria to reduce the risk of exposure to known allergens. Please let your child’s
teacher know ahead of time if you want to send in a snack for the entire class so that
arrangements can be made for the child with allergies to bring in an alternative snack. Please do
not send in snacks intended to be shared with the class that may contain obvious nuts, peanuts or
peanut butter. We appreciate your help in this matter. Please contact your school nurse with any
concerns.
Sincerely,
Gorham School Nurses

Human Growth and Development classes
A reminder that all fifth grade classrooms will begin their Human Growth and Development classes
(puberty classes) soon. An informational meeting for parents was held in October. The schedule
for these classes, which are taught by the
school nurse, is as follows:
Feb. 4-8: Mrs. Paolino’s class
Feb. 11-15: Mrs. Mullin’s class
Feb. 25-March 1: Mr. Sands' class
March 4-8: Mr. Hathaway's class
Contact Beth Ewing, RN, with questions or
concerns.

