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Where in the world is Flat Stanley?

Mrs. LaRosa’s Class is learning geography in a 

very interesting way. Flat Stanley has made his 

way around the world and given a brief 

description of his where abouts to the class as 

he goes. 



On March 15th, Great Falls celebrated with our 2nd annual Family Fun and Wellness Night…
100s of Students and Family Members, +
25+ Staff Members, +
12 Community Vendors, +
11 USM Athletes, +
7 HS Key Club Students, +
3 PIE Parents, +
2 Significant Others, +
1 David Sparks, +
1 Redy Mascot (Thanks, Mr. H-V), +
= a Fun Filled and Successful Great Falls Family Fun and Wellness Night! 

I’d like to thank Mrs. Fortier, Mr. DeFrancesco, and many staff members for their work in 
the planning, legwork and running of this evening. If you were not able to join us, keep your 
eye out for next March! Check out our website for some great photos that captured the 
evening. 

Parent-Student-Teacher spring conferences are upon us. Please makes sure to contact your 
child’s teacher if you have not yet scheduled your, This is an important opportunity to 
accomplish several things:

- To give you a progress check on your child’s academic progress.
- To give you continued insight of your child as a member of a school community.
- To send the message to your child that school is valued and that you are ready and 

willing to work with school staff on his/her growth and education.
- To continue to assist us in knowing your child as best as possible so that school is a safe 

and productive place for him/her.
-

We look forward to seeing you at Great Falls for the last formal conference of the year. 

Dear Great Falls Families,

Happy… Spring?  Perhaps, like age, 
seasons are merely a state of mind. It 
has taken plenty of imagination to 
conjure up the start of Spring this year, 
but with every day of sunshine it seems 
like a doable task! And, with Spring, 
comes mud, so boots to school are a 
very smart call!

Second Grade Happenings



Ms. Alves' and Mrs. Sturgis' 

classes have been learning 

about weather.  

Meteorologist, Matt Zidle 
visited and taught the 
classes about the causes of 
weather and the 
instruments used to detect 
various kinds of weather. 

It was FROG WEEK in Mrs. Sturgis’ class!  We spent the whole week learning 
about frogs!  We read frog books, watched frog Brainpop movies, had frog show 
and tell items, had a frog display in our science center, wrote with frog pencils, 
and compared and contrasted frogs and toads!  It was loads of fun!  To end our 
week, we spent the morning making a frog habitat, which included frogs, trees, 
dragonflies, ponds, flies, birds, cattails and more!  We LOVE frogs in our class!



We have been working on some fun 
and interesting projects in our 
classroom. For the last few weeks, we 
have been reading the biographies of 
famous Americans and learning about 
their lives and their 
accomplishments. 

We have each chosen a person to 
research and write about.  Some of 
the people we have studied are 
Squanto, George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Amelia 
Earhart, and more. It has been fun to 
learn about the different things these 
people have done and how they 
contributed to our country. 

We love the Biography Buddies we 
made for our project and we can’t wait 
to share them with our families.

News From Ms. LaRosa’s 
Second Grade



Mrs. Farley's 
1st grade is 
learning how to 
write their 
names in 
Chinese.

Thanks to your generous donations of 
unwanted electronics and empty ink 
cartridges, the library is able to 
continually purchase great new books 
throughout the year!  We sincerely 
appreciate it and continue to collect 
and return items-- if you have cell 
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet 
cartridges, tablets, e-readers, 
notebooks, laptops, cameras, mp3 
players, or PDAs that you no longer 
want, send them into Great Falls!  We 
recycle them using the Cartridges for 
Kids program and proceeds go to new 
books for the library.  We also always 
accept donations of gently used 
children's books.  Happy reading!

A big thank you from the library



Great Falls Elementary School

Lines from the Learning Lab
                                    by Mrs. Sawyer

Theme Four: Problem Solving          

Resources

Problem Solving on Kids Math Games Online

Math Playground Word Problems

Problem Solving Strategies on The Singapore Maths Teacher 

Problem Solving Games at PBS

Problem Solving resources at MathWire

Bed Time Math offers daily math problems, online, or sent to your email

    A PROBLEM SOLVER is someone who questions, investigates, and 
considers  solutions to problems.  

Good problem solvers: 

Stick with a problem to find a solution.

Know there are different ways to arrive at an answer.

Effectively apply math to everyday situations.  

You can encourage your children to be good problem solvers:

Involve them in family decision making using math.

Help your children be risk takers.

Help them see the value of trying to do a problem, even if it is difficult for them. 

Give your child time to explore the different approaches to solving a problem. 

Encourage your children to talk about what they are thinking

Developing problem solving skills 
will help your children to have stronger math skills 

and become independent thinkers.

http://www.kidsmathgamesonline.com/problemsolving.html
http://www.kidsmathgamesonline.com/problemsolving.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/wordproblems.html
http://www.mathplayground.com/wordproblems.html
http://www.thesingaporemaths.com/
http://www.thesingaporemaths.com/
http://pbskids.org/games/problemsolving.html
http://pbskids.org/games/problemsolving.html
http://mathwire.com/problemsolving/probs2.html
http://mathwire.com/problemsolving/probs2.html
http://bedtimemath.org/
http://bedtimemath.org/

