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Every student at Great Falls 
Schools participated in a 
Career Fair on May7th and 8th. 
The students, staff and 
families of Great Falls would 
like to thank the following 
parents and community 
members for sharing their 
enthusiasm for their roles in 
the world of work!

Mark Sanborn, Ben Moreland 
and Chris Sanborn – Gorham 
Police Department
Mo Terry – Chef
Cathryn Falwell – Author
Jessica Gagne – Personal 
Trainer
Vickie Evans – Judge
Anne Johnson – Store Manager

Thomas Sallinen and Peter 
Luciano – Progressive 
Insurance Reps
Matt Zidle – Meteorologist
Edward Zelmanow – Attorney
Robert Burns – Gorham Public 
Works
Jeana Roth – Animal Refuge 
League
Scott Martin – Sports Editor
Ashley Gibbs – Nurse 
Practitioner @ Goodall Hospital
Jennifer Landry- Nurse 
Practitioner
Cindy Smith -Agriculture
Kate Beever,-Music Therapist
Allan Viernes - Martial Arts 
Instructor

Stefan Jackson and Don 
Wescott –Presumpscot 
Regional Land Trust
John Gironda – Naval Engineer
Peter Rimkunas – Illustrator
Tom Patterson – Computer 
Engineer
Sarah Plummer – Education 
Coordinator
Kelsey Pettengil– Parisi Speed 
School
Arthur Lockman – Robotics 
Engineer
Georgia Humphrey – GOCAT
Linda Whitten and Gordon 
Walls– AAA
Katherine Edenbach and Misty 
D’Amico- Fairchild CPA
We would also like to thank 
Sinnett Signs Inc. for 
designing our wonderful 
banner!



The Kindergartens all 
study life cycles, and the 
best way to do that is to see and 
animal first hand, from start to 
finish!!
Ms. Simpson wrote a grant and received 
all of the equipment needed to hatch them in 

her room.  The other Kindergartens came in 
daily to check on "our"  eggs and then the 
ducklings!!  All of the Kindergarteners 
made books of the duck life cycle.  Now 
that the ducklings are gone to their new 
home on a farm, we will be studying the 
life cycle of the frog.  We had eggs that 
hatched into tadpoles.  We are all patiently 
waiting for the hind legs to appear!  
Hopefully, the front legs will also 

appear before the end of school.  Once 
again, the Kindergarteners have 
booklets that show the life cycle of 
the frog! 

Iʼm 
the incubator 

that held the duck 
eggs. I had to stay 
at a constant 

99.9°.

This 
silly little 

duckling couldnʼt 
wait to take her first  
“dip”... In the 

water dish!

It 
felt so good 

that my friend 
came in too!!

Wow! We 
have lots of 
brothers and 
sisters.

Trying 
to get some 

breakfast... this is the 
only way my brothers 
and sisters will leave 

me alone!!

Kindergarten 
News



Earth	  Day	  Appreciation	  Upcycling	  
Collaboration	  Assemblage

Or
Wall	  of	  Awesomeness

In	  honor	  of	  Earth	  day	  every	  Art	  student	  created	  a	  
design	  on	  recycled	  sticky-‐back	  paper	  and	  then	  put	  
it	  on	  a	  plastic	  tube.	  The	  tubes	  were	  rejects	  from	  
Envirologix	  of	  Gorham.	  (They	  offered	  them	  to	  the	  
Art	  teachers	  of	  the	  district	  and	  Art	  teachers	  have	  a	  
hard	  time	  saying	  no	  to	  free	  stuff.)	  The	  plastic	  

tubes	  were	  then	  strung	  onto	  recycled	  telephone	  
wire	  and	  attached	  to	  a	  recycled	  dowel.	  One	  tube	  
alone	  isn't	  all	  that	  exciting,	  but	  400	  all	  together	  
looks	  pretty	  awesome!	  It	  ís	  also	  fun	  to	  walk	  

through.	  Please	  come	  see	  it	  in	  the	  main	  hallway	  
under	  the	  stairs.	  

THE SUN 
IS OUT!

Please remember to apply 
sunscreen and/or insect 

repellent at HOME in the AM 
before school.  They are 

classified as medications and 
cannot be used at school 

without written permission from 
a health care provider (unless a 
parent is here to apply them to 

the student).  These precautions 
are in place due to the possiblity 

of adverse reactions to the 
many components in these 

products.  Thank you for your 
help with this.



Dear	  Great	  Falls	  Volunteer,

It	  is	  with	  great	  appreciation	  that	  we	  send	  this	  note.	  	  
While	  Great	  Falls	  is	  still	  young,	  we	  are	  quickly	  growing	  
into	  a	  beautiful,	  healthy	  and	  productive	  school	  
community,	  and	  that	  is	  due	  in	  no	  small	  part	  to	  the	  
efforts	  of	  our	  volunteers.

We	  know	  that	  you	  are	  not	  obligated	  to	  be	  here,	  yet	  you	  
donate	  hours	  of	  time	  to	  work	  with	  our	  teachers	  and	  
our	  children	  just	  because	  you	  want	  to.	  You	  have	  
earned	  every	  right	  to	  share	  our	  pride	  in	  Great	  Falls.	  	  

In	  your	  honor,	  we	  are	  planting	  a	  tree	  in	  our	  H.O.P.E.	  
Garden.	  It	  will	  grow	  as	  our	  school	  community	  grows,	  
reminding	  of	  us	  of	  the	  life	  you	  help	  breathe	  into	  our	  
school.

Together,	  we	  will	  continue	  to	  make	  Great	  Falls	  a	  place	  
where	  every	  child	  learns	  and	  succeeds.	  Thank	  you.

Most	  Sincerely,

Jane	  Esty

Becky	  Fortier

 Marble Maze!
by Tyler K.



" In fifth grade science, students have been learning about 
force and motion and Newton’s three laws of motion.  We have 
conducted several experiments and learned about friction, gravity, 

and kinetic and potential energy.  Our final project was to create a 
marble maze.  We were trying to create a maze that would slow the marble down.  
The goal was to have the slowest time.

 Mrs. Mullin and Mrs. Paolino’s class started marble mazes at the start of 
April vacation and had until May 6th. Last Friday, we held our marble maze fair. 
Everyone was able to share their marble mazes and what they had learned from 
doing this project.  By my point of view, everybody did a good job.  We had several 
events that we were competing for.  
The two students who won for the 
slowest time were Casey K. with 
31seconds and Charlotte D. with 52 
seconds.The students who won for best 
theme were Quinn Y. and Celia B..The 
students who won for most creative 
use of materials were Jonathan L., who 
built his whole maze out of candy, and 
Ryan F. 

 I spoke with Josh L. about his 
experience and he said that his paper 
springs worked the best on his marble 
maze. He has learned how friction 
works. Also, he thinks that his maze 
was good but could have used more 
obstacles and bigger ramps. He was 
nervous about presenting, but he did 
fine. 
 Another part of our work was 
showing how we are scientists.  
Throughout this project, we had to 
collect data and write down our 
thoughts about what we were finding.  It was interesting to see what everyone 
used for materials and how some people were able to increase their time.  I would 
like to thank everybody who was at the marble maze fair.    



Dear	  Great	  Falls	  Families,

As	  we	  head	  down	  the	  homestretch	  of	  our	  school	  year,	  we	  would	  like	  to	  thank	  you	  all	  for	  your	  continued	  support.	  It	  is	  clear	  
that	  when	  school	  and	  home	  work	  together	  in	  partnership,	  children	  win.	  

Looking	  back	  on	  our	  second	  year	  as	  a	  school	  community,	  there	  is	  so	  much	  to	  be	  proud	  of.	  	  To	  name	  a	  few…

Our	  after	  school	  Kids	  Clubs	  gave	  approximately	  300	  hundred	  students	  the	  opportunity	  to	  explore,	  discover,	  laugh	  and	  play	  
with	  old	  friends	  and	  new.	  	  These	  clubs	  were	  run	  100%	  by	  parent	  and	  staff	  volunteers.	  	  

Our	  Landmarc	  Outdoor	  classroom	  and	  HOPE	  Garden	  are	  maturing	  and	  our	  use	  of	  those	  
spaces	  is	  growing	  as	  well!	  From	  art	  classes	  to	  science	  Wield	  experiences	  to	  relaxing	  
appreciation	  of	  the	  space	  for	  reading,	  writing,	  etc,	  these	  areas	  have	  been	  utilized	  in	  ways	  
that	  not	  only	  support	  learning,	  but	  also	  engage	  our	  students	  in	  appreciation	  for	  the	  
wonderful	  physical	  setting	  we	  are	  so	  fortunate	  to	  have.	  Our	  Green	  Team	  has	  been	  working	  
diligently	  each	  month,	  adding	  plant	  life	  and	  composting.	  	  Our	  lower	  pond,	  home	  to	  a	  brand	  
new	  families	  of	  Canada	  Geese	  and	  Mallards,	  now	  sports	  an	  observation	  dock	  and	  a	  Maine	  
Animal	  display.

Through	  your	  generous	  support	  during	  our	  annual	  fundraiser,	  Learning	  Beyond	  the	  
Classroom,	  our	  students	  have	  been	  afforded	  rich	  and	  interesting	  Wield	  study	  experiences	  such	  as	  trips	  to	  local	  farms,	  
beaches,	  parks,	  a	  traveling	  planetarium,	  the	  State	  House	  in	  Augusta,	  and	  the	  Museum	  of	  Science	  in	  Boston;	  all	  with	  direct	  
and	  relevant	  ties	  to	  our	  classroom	  curricula.	  	  

Our	  outreach	  to	  the	  community	  has	  included	  the	  Great	  Falls	  Career	  Fair,	  Family	  Fun	  and	  Wellness	  Night,	  and	  community	  
drives.	  Our	  PIE	  Parent	  Forums	  have	  included	  our	  annual	  Round	  Table	  and	  presentations	  by	  guest	  speakers	  in	  academics,	  
homework,	  peer	  relationships,	  behavior	  management,	  and	  health	  and	  Witness.	  Our	  “Shells	  for	  the	  Jersey	  Shore”	  	  ornament	  
sale	  and	  “Kindness	  Counts”	  pen/pencil	  sale	  raised	  an	  astounding	  amount	  of	  money	  that	  was	  dedicated	  to	  the	  American	  Red	  

Cross	  to	  help	  the	  Hurricane	  Sandy	  relief	  efforts.

We’ve	  enjoyed	  the	  magic	  of	  music	  through	  our	  Gorham	  Elementary	  Schools’	  
musical,	  chorus	  performances	  and	  band	  concert.	  We	  have	  raised	  our	  voices	  
in	  song	  at	  our	  full	  school	  assemblies.	  These	  assemblies	  have	  been	  a	  
wonderful	  way	  to	  bring	  our	  large	  student	  population	  together	  as	  one	  Great	  
Falls	  family	  for	  a	  common	  experience	  in	  learning	  about	  our	  Code	  of	  Conduct,	  
the	  celebration	  of	  reading,	  and	  enjoyment	  of	  special	  guests.	  We	  especially	  
liked	  being	  treated	  to	  student-‐designed	  multi-‐media	  performances.	  	  

Communication	  from	  Great	  Falls	  continues	  to	  expand.	  In	  addition	  to	  
Blackboard	  messages	  that	  go	  out	  from	  the	  ofWice	  to	  parent	  e-‐mails	  and	  voice-‐
mails,	  an	  increasing	  number	  of	  staff	  have	  active	  websites,	  wikis,	  or	  blogs.	  	  
Our	  newsletter	  –	  Great	  Falls	  Chatter-‐	  is	  chock	  full	  of	  stories	  and	  vignettes	  of	  
life	  here	  at	  school,	  and	  our	  website	  is	  continuously	  building.	  Of	  course,	  you,	  
as	  the	  consumer	  of	  these	  communication	  forums,	  are	  always	  welcome	  to	  give	  
us	  suggestion	  as	  to	  how	  to	  improve	  their	  quality.	  

Students	  have	  stepped	  up	  in	  a	  big	  ways	  to	  contribute	  to	  our	  school	  community	  in	  positive	  ways.	  In	  addition	  to	  being	  
excellent	  role	  models,	  our	  4th	  and	  5th	  grade	  Student	  Ambassadors	  have	  planned	  spirit	  days	  and	  have	  been	  safety	  monitors	  
in	  the	  hallways	  and	  outdoors	  at	  recess,	  arrival	  and	  dismissal	  times.	  	  These	  ambassadors	  have	  all	  committed	  to	  5	  hours	  each	  
of	  community	  service	  in	  addition	  to	  the	  duties	  they	  perform	  at	  school.	  Before-‐school	  Reader	  Leader	  and	  Math	  Mentor	  
programs	  have	  been	  successful	  in	  pairing	  older	  students	  with	  younger	  students,	  as	  have	  the	  buddy	  classrooms	  that	  many	  
of	  our	  teachers	  have	  established.	  Dozens	  of	  students	  from	  all	  grades	  have	  been	  nominated	  by	  their	  teachers	  or	  other	  staff	  
to	  be	  “Citizens	  of	  the	  Code,”	  demonstrating	  the	  many	  ways	  they	  are	  living	  the	  Code	  of	  Conduct	  in	  their	  words	  and	  actions.	  	  
Throughout	  the	  school	  year,	  each	  class	  participated	  in	  “Café	  Chats,”	  where	  they	  studied	  and	  discussed	  our	  Code	  of	  Conduct	  
and	  Peer	  Relationships	  through	  prompts	  and	  video	  clips.	  Anti-‐bullying	  lessons	  were	  taught	  by	  Mrs.	  Fortier	  in	  all	  
classrooms,	  with	  a	  more	  in-‐depth	  series	  of	  conversations	  had	  with	  grade	  Wive	  students.

Assessment	  and	  analysis	  of	  student	  progress	  has	  been	  a	  concentrated	  effort	  this	  year.	  Staff	  members	  –	  teachers,	  ed	  techs,	  
and	  specialists-‐	  have	  looked	  at	  student	  performance	  data,	  both	  standardized	  and	  classroom	  based,	  continuously	  
throughout	  the	  year	  so	  that	  changes	  in	  instruction	  and	  support	  can	  happen	  where	  appropriate	  in	  response	  to	  that	  data.	  
The	  use	  of	  technology	  for	  instruction	  and	  assessment	  continues	  to	  develop	  here	  at	  Great	  Falls.	  Teachers	  are	  always	  on	  the	  
lookout	  for	  ways	  to	  utilize	  technology	  to	  advance	  learning	  and	  student	  participation.	  	  The	  study	  and	  gradual	  
implementation	  of	  new	  national	  academic	  standards	  (Common	  Core)	  in	  math	  and	  literacy	  has	  been	  a	  predominate	  part	  of	  
professional	  development	  this	  year.	  



Your	  child’s	  safety	  remains	  a	  priority	  for	  us	  and	  we	  have	  stepped	  up	  precautions	  in	  our	  school	  
this	  year.	  We	  have	  conducted	  numerous	  evacuation	  drills	  and	  two	  lockdown	  drills	  with	  student	  
in	  attendance,	  as	  well	  as	  staff	  trainings.	  	  Thank	  you	  for	  doing	  your	  part	  by	  checking	  in	  at	  the	  
ofWice	  each	  time	  you	  visit	  with	  us,	  by	  signing	  out	  your	  child,	  and	  by	  refraining	  from	  
entrance	  into	  our	  instructional	  wings	  without	  the	  proper	  identiWication	  badge.	  

The	  continued	  growth	  and	  evolution	  of	  the	  Great	  Falls	  School	  community	  is	  a	  
source	  of	  great	  pride	  for	  all	  of	  us	  here.	  As	  our	  partners,	  we	  hope	  you	  join	  us	  in	  that.	  
Collaboration	  and	  partnership	  enhance	  our	  work	  with	  your	  children,	  and	  we	  look	  
forward	  to	  our	  relationship	  deepening	  over	  time.

We	  wish	  you	  a	  wonderful	  spring	  and	  summer,	  and	  we	  thank	  you.	  

Jane Esty,	  Principal
and
Becky Fortier,	  Assistant	  Principal

Random Door 
Holders

These are random pictures of K "door 
holders"   They help hold the doors on 
Fridays. :)



These 
are kiddos 

at work in the 
Learning Lab.  

 :)



End of Year Celebration 
Assembly

Location: Great Falls GYM

Friday, June 7th

9:30-10:00 AM Kindergarten

1:15-1:45 PM Kindergarten

2:00-2:45 Grades 1,2,3 and 4

Thursday, June 13th

1:45-2:30 Grade 5

Grade 2 students, 
Adaura and Ella, giving a 
helping hand by creating 

paper flower 
centerpieces for the 
Grade 5 End of Year 

banquet.



Thank you Tiffany Cupps for the beautiful bulletin 
boards you created for Great Falls School!

The staff at Great Falls would 
like to send out a super special 

Thank You to our parent 
volunteers for their amazing 
organization, planning, and 

delivery of a fabulous staff 
appreciation luncheon! 

Super Special Thank You!!!


