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Mrs. Lesperances' 1st graders read several informational books about pumpkins and then 
put their scientific observational skills to the test! Each group measured  the 
circumference and weighed their pumpkin. Next students pulled out the seeds to 
determine how many seeds were inside. After a bit of discussion it was determined the 
best way was to group the seeds in piles of ten. ALL of the tiny pumpkins had more than 
100 seeds! Check out the book "Pumpkin Circle" from the library for some great pumpkin 
information!

Anyone for Pumpkin Pie?



Showing Compassion

This holiday 
season Mrs. Sedenka’s 
class and Mrs. 
Stanley’s class are 
participating in a 
service project that 
will demonstrate our 
compassion and show 
our commitment to 
being community 
contributors.  We 
have decided to adopt 
a family through the 
Salvation Army!  Our 
role is to purchase 
two toys and an 
outfit/winter coat for each of the children in the family, to purchase a small gift for 
the parent/caregiver, and to provide the fixings (a gift card) for a Christmas dinner.  
After Thanksgiving our two classes will also be having a coin drive in order to raise 
money for gifts and clothes.  All items will be delivered to the Salvation Army on 
December 10th.  All of the students are very excited to start picking out things for 
the children, as they really want this family to have a great holiday!!

Welcome to 

Fourth Grade



“Letters to the President”

Mrs. Stanley’s 4th grade class has been working on 
writing letters to our newly re-elected president.  
Students brainstormed topics that are important to 
each of them and their country.  Topics include making 
college affordable, lowering gas prices, preserving the 
environment, bringing the troops home, and protecting 
animals.  Students are striving to be persuasive writers 
and share with the president their beliefs about these 
topics.  Their writing has been very inspired thus far!

Science By Michael L.
Ms. Tibbitts 4th grade 

A couple of weeks ago in science class we 
used microscopes to look at cells. What we did 
was, we used toothpicks to take cells from our 
cheeks, and then we put the cells on these 
clear slides. We then used red Kool-Aid to 
help the cells show up better. Next we put 
the slide on the microscope and looked 
through the  magnifier. We saw lots of 
different cells. A few days later we took thin 
pieces of onions and put them on the slide. We 
put them on the microscope and looked 
through the magnifier. It was even better 
than looking at the human cells. That is what 
we did in science a couple of weeks ago.

Did you know that Mrs. McAllister writes about books on her blog?  
Check it out at www.thelatebloomersbookblog.blogspot.com

http://www.thelatebloomersbookblog.blogspot.com
http://www.thelatebloomersbookblog.blogspot.com


McAllister and Tibbitts Celebrate the Release of 
the New Diary of a Wimpy Kid Book..The Third Wheel

by 
Riley J.

 On November 13, we had a book release party for the 
new, Diary of a Wimpy Kid book, The Third Wheel. We did 
many things, but the first thing we did was have a read aloud.
  We read the first 12 pages of the new Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid. It was really good, and it is funny. Mrs. McAllister put the 
book under our document camera so everyone could see the pictures.  Next, we went down to the 
library to read EVERY Diary of a Wimpy Kid Book you could think of!! (Except the do it your self 
book and yes the brand new one too). You could read with a group or alone. We were down there 
for about 30 or so minutes.
 After, we came up and we had some snacks.These snacks were from our wonderful 
volunteers!! Thank you!!! There were things like cookies, fruits, cheese and crackers, etc. There 
were also the most amazing drawings I have ever seen in my lifetime!!! They were Rodrick, Manny, 
Greg, Fregely, and Rowley. There were parents there and that was awesome!
  After that, we came back up and we put on a video and we watched  how to draw Greg 
Heffley!!  The author, Jeff Kinney doesn’t use his hands to make the characters. He uses a 
computer to make them. I love that he doesn’t use his hands but,he was willing to try it without a 
computer to show his Wimpy Kid fans how to do it anyway. If you want to learn how, you can 
Google “How to draw Greg Heffley”. 
   I have some direct quotes from 3 people about our celebration: Tabetha C., Julia Y., and 
Jaden M. Tabetha said, “It was very decorative. I also liked read aloud from The Third Wheel.”  
Julia said “It was really fun and I was able to hang out with my friends. I like to read so I was 
able to do that in the library.” Jaden said he liked the “Gregory cookies and the pictures.” 
 

We all had a great time at our book release party.    



Dear Great Falls Parents,

I hope you each found an opportunity this Thanksgiving holiday to enjoy 
a wonderful meal and recall the things that make you grateful. I look 
around Great Falls School on any given day and there is no shortage of 
ways that we are fortunate. 

This past month, Great Falls staff hosted a Parent Round Table. Despite the terrible weather 
(the Nor-Easter that followed the hurricane), 30 parents attended for interesting, energetic 
and entertaining conversation! The notes from this meeting will be published on our website as 
soon as they are synthesized.  The week following that, the Great Falls PIE meeting featured 
conversations led by our Social Worker, Jaime Tardif. She shared information about managing 
difficult behaviors, as well as homework and friendship. Several handouts were distributed and 
you can find these on the Great Falls School website link designed by Jaime and our School 
Counselor, Michael Lortie. To access this link, you enter the Great Falls website, click on PIE in 
the sidebar and then scroll down to find their link.

As agreed at this last PIE meeting, I’d like to make a few remarks about the topic of 
homework.  There is a Gorham School Department Policy on Homework that can be found on 
the Gorham Schools website. To access the policy, simply visit gorhamschools.org, click on 
Policies in the sidebar and then look for the Homework Policy. 

Kindness	  Counts	  at	  
Great	  Falls

The	  students	  at	  Great	  Falls	  
Elementary	  School	  made	  a	  8inancial	  
contribution	  of	  $268	  to	  support	  

American	  Red	  Cross	  Disaster	  Relief.	  
The	  students	  sold	  "Kindness	  Counts	  
at	  Great	  Falls"	  pens	  and	  pencils	  to	  
raise	  the	  money.	  They	  wanted	  to	  
make	  a	  difference	  and	  help	  the	  

people	  affected	  by	  
Hurricane	  Sandy.



*To serve as one tool for 
teachers, students, and 
parents to monitor student 
progress and indicate the 
need for further support in 
either content understanding 
or skill.  
If you notice that your child 
is struggling with homework, 
be thinking about what might 
be the obstacle… Just the 
mere idea of homework? The 
clarity of the task? The skills 
needed to complete the task? 
Communication with your 
child’s teacher around this is 
key!

*To enhance overall student 
achievement by setting the 
stage for content 
understanding or serving as 
practice of a previously 
taught skill. 

Again, please communicate 
with your child’s teacher if 
your observations lead you to 
wonder if your child has the 
adequate skills to complete 
the homework task. A pattern 
in this behavior over time may 
imply a different struggle. 
Communication with the 
classroom teacher will help 
sort this out.

*To reinforce important 
lifelong work habits which are 
actively taught and supported 
in school, such as preparation 
for work, time management, 
independence, personal 
responsibility, organization, 
and study skills. 
It is important that students 
have the appropriate 
structures at home to 
complete homework. For 

example, does your child have 
a clear surface on which to 
work? Is the place your child 
does homework relatively free 
of distractions? Does your 
child have access to the 
materials he/she needs to 
complete the homework?  
Does your child have a 
scheduled time to complete 
homework each night? Do you 
convey to your child a value of 
school and the importance of 
homework in your own words 
and actions?

*For the overall advancement 
of literacy and numeracy. 
If your child says he/she has 
no homework, please ask them 
to read… anything! Or run 
through some math facts with 
him/her, or allow them time to 
use a game that has math or 
reading skills.

At Great Falls we endorse the basic tenants about the purposes of homework as stated in the 
district policy:

We recognize that homework can be an important extension of the learning happening 
in school, however, we also acknowledge that this extension requires time taken from 
your home and family life. The intent is for homework to be a valuable exercise that 
enriches and enables learning. If this is not the case, and homework becomes a battle 
in your home every night, please contact your child’s classroom teacher to discuss this.
   
I’m sure that you are detecting a trend.  Communication between parents and teachers 
is critical – by phone, by e-mail, by note, by appointment. A home-school partnership 
cannot exist without communication.  This partnership tells our students that we all 
value their education, that we all care that they succeed, that we all celebrate their 
accomplishments and that we are all in their corner when learning gets tough. 

My Best To You –

Jane Esty



First grade students Chloe B., 
Jack L., and Owen K. proudly 
display their seasonal tree  
paintings. 

 
Nate Pike is 
currently 
teaching a 
Science Unit 
focused on 
Trees in Mrs. 
Farley's first 
grade classroom.

Ms. Alves' and Mrs. Sturgis' classes 
came together for a Thanksgiving 
Feast!  They are thankful to have 
such good second grade friends and 
are very thankful to all the families 
and volunteers  for the delicious meal!

A Thanksgiving Feast!  



Multiply	  it!
By:	  Math	  +	  Science	  Connection

Cheryl	  Fotter

As	  your	  child	  moves	  up	  a	  grade,	  your	  child	  will	  encounter	  more	  multiplication	  in	  math	  
class.	  	  Here	  are	  some	  fun	  ways	  to	  practice	  at	  home.

Roll	  it:	  Use	  dice	  to	  practice	  multiplication	  facts	  up	  to	  6x6.	  	  Take	  turns	  tossing	  two	  dice	  and	  
multiplying	  the	  two	  numbers	  together.	  	  Example:	  Roll	  2	  and	  5,	  and	  multiply	  2	  x	  5=10.	  	  Have	  
your	  child	  record	  each	  new	  equation.	  	  How	  many	  tosses	  does	  it	  take	  to	  make	  all	  possible	  
combinations?	  Ask	  for	  a	  copy	  of	  Multiplication	  Baseball	  from	  your	  child’s	  teacher.

Display	  it:	  Turn	  empty	  egg	  cartons	  and	  small	  objects	  (dry	  macaroni,	  beads)	  into	  
multiplication	  displays.	  	  For	  4	  x	  6,	  your	  youngster	  would	  put	  6	  macaroni	  pieces	  into	  4	  egg	  
cups	  each.	  	  To	  get	  the	  answer,	  he	  can	  count	  by	  6’s	  (6,12,18,24)	  Next	  Wlip	  you’re	  the	  problem	  
(6	  x	  4).	  	  When	  he	  changes	  the	  arrangement	  to	  6	  groups	  of	  4,	  he	  will	  count	  by	  4s	  
(4,8,12,16,20,24)	  and	  Wind	  the	  answer	  is	  the	  same!	  	  This	  illustrates	  the	  commutative	  
property	  (numbers	  can	  be	  multiplied	  in	  any	  order.)

Rhyme	  it:	  Challenge	  your	  child	  to	  make	  up	  silly	  rhymes	  for	  multiplication	  facts	  he	  has	  
trouble	  remembering.	  	  For	  8	  x	  7,	  a	  tricky	  one	  for	  many	  kids,	  he	  might	  say,	  “When	  8	  is	  in	  a	  
Wix,	  he	  remembers	  8	  x	  7	  =56.”	  	  Have	  him	  write	  each	  rhyme	  on	  a	  sheet	  of	  paper,	  illustrate	  it,	  
and	  staple	  the	  pages	  into	  a	  book.
	  
Here	  is	  a	  great	  website	  for	  multiplication	  rhymes	  that	  I	  found…..

http://suite101.com/article/rhymes-‐for-‐memorizing-‐multiplication-‐facts-‐
a112234
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