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The Great Falls Green Team held a ribbon cutting 
ceremony on the rainy afternoon of Wednesday, 
October 3rd. Staff members and Lowes employees 
joined the group as the students spoke about what the 
H.O.P.E garden means to them and thanked Lowes for 
their generous gift. 



Reading Buddies!
by Tyler K.

 On Friday our class met our 
reading buddies for the first time. Our 
buddies are from Mrs. Harlow’s class in 
first grade.  Some were shy and some 
were not. All of them were nice kids 
and they were also smart. We made 
fortune tellers and used them to help 
us get to know our buddy.  We also 
read to them and they read to us. I 
know it will be a great year!

Bullying Talk With Mrs. Fortier
By: Abbey N. and Charlotte D.

    All of the 5th grade students 
had a talk with Mrs. Fortier this 
week about bullying. The talks were 
about standing up for others, and 
yourself. Did you know more than 
200,000 kids in America are afraid 
to go to school because they are 
afraid of being bullied? Some ways 
you can stop bullies is by standing 
up to your bully or you can tell a 
trusted adult. Don’t act like your 
bully is getting to you because that 
means the bully has power over you 
and they’ll use that against you. 
Remember speak up, reach out, and 
be a friend!

Welcome To Fifth Grade



Lava Lamp
By:  Gavin V.

In Mrs. Mullinʼs science class we wanted to learn how 
a lava lamp worked.  We decided to make a model of 
one to see what we could find out. So what we did 
was we took a jar and added some water. Then we 
were going to add oil.  Mrs.Mullin asked if anyone 
knew what would happen when she poured the oil in.  
Jonathan thought it would rise because of density. 
Then we watched as she poured it in and it floated 
up to the top! After that she added food coloring and 
instead of sinking into the water and mixing it stayed 
at the top and was stuck there for like 5 minutes. 
Finally, it exploded and looked like a firework just 
going off.  The last step was to shake salt on top of 
the oil.  When we did that we had bubbles going up 
and down just like in a lava lamp.  We learned that 
the salt changes the density of the oil and that makes 
it sink.  Once the salt dissolves it rises to the top 
because itʼs density is changed again.  A lava lamp 
works in a similar fashion except itʼs the heat that 
makes the bubbles move.  What a cool experiment!

Picture Post   by: Nolan M.
 Here at Great Falls School we now have a picture post down by the pond. I’m sure your already 
asking, what’s a picture post? A picture post is a post with an octagon on top. You take a camera and 
line it up to each side and take a picture. This allows us to see everything around the post.  Then, take 
a picture of the sky.(upwards) Next, you take the pictures and download them onto a website. This 
helps the University Of Southern Maine and the 
University of New Hampshire by collecting pictures 
to see how the environment changes over time. There 
are several picture posts around the United States 
that have pictures you can look at.  The 5th grade 
classes have a wiki page to record the data such as 
temperature and weather conditions.  We plan on 
going out every Tuesday to take pictures and record 
our data.  We will be using both sites to look at 
changes in our environment over time.  These sites 
are also a resource for others to use in our 
community as well.  Feel free to check them out.

http://picturepost.unh.edu/post.jsp?postId=342

https://greatfalls5.wikispaces.com/

http://picturepost.unh.edu/post.jsp?postId=342
http://picturepost.unh.edu/post.jsp?postId=342
https://greatfalls5.wikispaces.com
https://greatfalls5.wikispaces.com


The Oil Spill

By: Tyler F. and Anna N.

 Mrs.Mullin’s class and Mr.Sand’s class went down to the 
Great Falls pond to simulate an oil spill. We put popcorn 
instead of real oil because it would be safer for the 
environment. We found outlets to see if popcorn would go out 
them. We thought that the inlets would create a current. We 
also thought that popcorn would get stuck in the cat-tails. We 
made observations of the pond before we put in the popcorn. 
We made observations to find inlets, outlets, currents, and to 
guess where the popcorn would go. When  Mr.Sands first 
poured in the popcorn, it stayed in clumps. After a while the 
popcorn separated into groups of two or three. 
 
 The next day, we went out around the pond and looked 
for popcorn. There was some popcorn on the other sides of 
the outlets, but we think the rest of it sank or was eaten by 
animals. This activity taught us that there are several 
environmental effects of an oil spill.  In our pond the oil spill 
would poison animals, get in the fishes gills disabling them to 
breathe, destroy bird’s insulation, and it would stick to 
anything on land. We were concerned about how the oil spread 
from the pond to the outlet and into the woods. We ended up 
learning a lot about oil spills.

Last week, Mrs. Sturgis' and 
Mrs. Alves' classes learned 
all about spiders!  We 
learned spider spelling 
words, spider vocabulary 
words, and we made spider 
fact books! We are reading 
Charlotte's Web, and 

watched the movie and had special spider 
treats with our Study Buddy friends on 
Friday!  We love science in our class and we 
LOVE all kinds of spiders!

All About Spiders!



Dear Great Falls Families,

Happy Fall! I love the drive into work each morning this time of  year. 
I appreciate the amazing displays of color when the rising sun hits the 
trees at just the right angle.  Can’t help but start the day with a smile 
- and then I arrive and see your children… what could be better!?

October has been a busy month for Great Falls.  Instructional units 
and support services are in full swing.  Student academic performance information is already being 
gathered and analyzed.  Classroom data and standardized assessment data is used to ensure that 
instructional support for all students is appropriate to their needs.  

Students appear happy and settled into their routines and new grade level 
expectations. Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences have been very well 
attended – thank you!  After school activities have begun.  Band and Chorus fill 
our corridors with music. Kids Clubs are, once again, a resounding success.  
With 9 clubs running this session, 146 Great Falls Students are participating in 
activities that are fun and interesting. Many of these clubs are being run by 
staff members who volunteer their precious time. In order to continue these 
clubs, we are always looking for parents who may have an hour a week for 6 
weeks to help us out. Could that be you?   Volunteer 4th and 5th graders have 

begun their work with Mrs. Fortier as Student Ambassadors, and school-wide efforts to support 
kindness and anti-bullying are underway. 

Many thanks for those families who have been able to participate in our Learning Beyond the 
Classroom fundraiser. Totals are not complete as yet, but please know that you can continue to place 
orders online with Meadow Farms until December if you would like to contribute. 100% of funds 
raised support field trips, visiting artists and guest speakers. This important complement to your 
child’s studies enrich and extend learning by tapping into the many wonderful (but not free) 
resources available.

Staff members are rolling up their sleeves to begin studies of the newly adopted Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS), a set of learning targets in Language Arts and Math. Created by teachers, 
parents, education experts, and others from across the country, the standards provide clear, 
consistent expectations for what students should be learning at each grade in order 
to be prepared for college and career.      
Common standards mean that students in Gorham are learning the same thing as 
students across the country. Forty-five states and three US territories have 
adopted the Common Core. 
The Common Core are aligned to international standards from the highest achieving 
countries. This means our students will be well prepared to compete both nationally 
and internationally. 
All students graduating college and/or being career-ready is the goal of the CCSS. 
These standards are designed to prepare students for success in whatever they 
choose to do after graduation. These standards will prepare our students for 
career success in the rapidly changing world of work.  



Student Ambassadors
Bus Monitors
By: Casey K.

 This week the fourth and fifth grade student 
ambassadors were being very helpful. They were wearing little 
yellow crossing guard jackets and in the morning they were at 
the buses to greet students. At dismissal they’re on the stairs 
telling kids to not rush or push. There have been a few 
incidents including pushing or shoving and we want to keep our 
school safe. They also help the little students to their buses 

and make sure kids are not running to and 
from buses.They are being very helpful to 
Great Falls Elementary and its students. We 
are excited to have them working as bus 
monitors for the rest of the year!

Thank-you Student Ambassadors!

This may sound overwhelming as the parents of elementary aged students, but I wanted you to know 
that the Common Core State Standards will be a major driving force in our development of curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment over the next several years. You will be seeing and hearing about these 
standards as they become more and more integrated into your child’s classroom and the work of our 
school and district. 

Enjoy the rest of the autumn season.  As always, we at Great Falls School are grateful for your 
partnership and look forward to our continued relationship.  See you around school!

My Best –

Jane Esty

In Mrs. Farley's first grade classroom,  
Hilary D. and Jack D. created some great 
bird artwork for their Reading Street story, 
"Get the Egg!"  The class also completed a 
writing prompt before creating their bird 
pictures. 

Reading is Fun! 

Even Mr. Sands is striving to be a SA.



The	  Great	  Falls	  American	  Patriot	  After-‐School	  Kids	  Club	  had	  a	  special	  visitor	  on	  
October	  23rd.	  	  We	  were	  joined	  by	  Allan	  Viernes.	  Some	  of	  you	  may	  know	  him	  as	  Mr.	  
Friday,	  or	  Doshu	  (of	  the	  Greater	  Portland	  School	  of	  Jukado	  in	  Westbrook).	  	  He	  is	  a	  
veteran	  of	  the	  US	  Army.	  We	  learned	  many	  interesting	  things	  from	  him,	  for	  example,	  
in	  the	  15	  years	  that	  he	  was	  in	  the	  army	  he	  went	  to	  Infantry	  School,	  Airborne	  School,	  
Army	  Ranger	  School,	  and	  trained	  to	  survive	  the	  jungle!	  Once,	  he	  was	  voted	  Army	  
Soldier	  of	  the	  Year.	  At	  one	  point	  Mr.	  Viernes	  was	  in	  charge	  of	  at	  least	  150	  other	  
soldiers!	  	  While	  he	  was	  away	  serving	  our	  country,	  he	  missed	  his	  family	  and	  learned	  
to	  appreciate	  everything	  we	  have	  as	  American	  citizens.	  He	  loves	  our	  country	  and	  
even	  though	  he	  faced	  danger	  and	  was	  scared	  sometimes,	  he	  was	  proud	  to	  serve	  in	  
the	  Army.	  He	  learned	  lots	  of	  important	  lessons	  about	  life	  while	  he	  was	  in	  the	  
military,	  like	  the	  value	  of	  working	  hard,	  having	  goals,	  being	  brave,	  and	  being	  part	  of	  
a	  team.	  A	  positive	  outlook	  and	  an	  “I-‐can-‐do-‐it”	  attitude	  have	  made	  all	  the	  difference	  
for	  him	  in	  life.
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October Assembly - Courage


