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Diversity Assembly
By Julia
There was a full school assembly about diversity.
During the assembly Mrs. Maston talked about her trip to
Costa Rica. She had gone to visit a school there that did
not have many resources. She saw that students had to go
through security before entering the school. The
classrooms did not have any books. She shared some
photos of her trip and talked to us about her experience.
The Great Falls Community donated many books and
resources to this school.
Students also sang songs about diversity. The whole
school was led by Mrs. Mosey in singing a song called
“All Over This World.” Representatives from all grade
levels played percussion to the song. Two classes also
taught us how to count to 10 in Spanish and Mandarin.

News from the Principal
Dear Great Falls Families,
It is amazing to me that we find ourselves in the spring of this school year. I guess time
really does fly when you are busy and having fun!
In May, you will be invited to attend one of two meetings scheduled for early June to
get information on “Proficiency-Based Education.” What on Earth does that mean?
Well, I thought it might be helpful for you to have the “Cliff Notes” version before you
get to the meeting to assist your understanding. So, let me give it a shot:
At school, there are two general categories of learning that we address with instruction
and assessment. One is the content studies area, such as Math, Language Arts,
Science, Social Studies, etc. The other are more habits based, such as effective
communication, self-directedness, problem solving, citizenship, and complex thinking.
Both of these two categories are now part of a law in the state of Maine (LD 1422),
requiring schools to provide evidence that our students are making appropriate
progress toward expected levels of competency or “proficiency.”
Nothing really new, right? The biggest change is that the state will now require a
certain level of attainment or “proficiency” in the academic content areas and the
“Guiding Principles” (those habits listed above) before allowing students to graduate
high school. That may seem far away for your child, so what does that mean for Great
Falls? The Gorham Elementary Schools are working to make sure that:
a) Our teachers understand the academic standards in each of the content areas and
have the tools and skills to teach, assess, and remediate where needed.
b) Our teachers and students understand the habits of work and habits of mind
(aka “Guiding Principles”)and have multiple opportunities for learning them and
demonstrating them.
I would not be surprised to know that you have many questions emerging as you read
this. Make sure to write them down or otherwise remember them, and bring them to
the meeting in June. More information will be coming on those meetings, so keep your
eyes and ears out!
Spring really is coming… enjoy!!
Respectfully,
Jane Esty
and
Becky Fortier

Family Fun and Wellness Night!
By: Mia Kratzer
On Friday, April 4th Great Falls had their annual Family Fun and Wellness
Night from 6:00-7:30! During this event we collected oatmeal packets for children
who attend Walker Wood Elementary School in Jamaica!
Also during this event many activities were taking place such as Zumba,
Dance Dance Revolution, Jukado, Just Dance, The Dance Studio of Maine, and a
photo booth! The fifth graders helped show what they do during their fitness
breaks.
In the gym there was an obstacle course. Also there was a blow-up bouncy
slide! Also supporting our exercise was Redy, the 5-2-1-0 mascot. He was at our
school joining in on all of the fun!
In the Cafeteria there were many people doing presentations about health and
fitness! One big company that came to the event was The Portland Water District,
which was giving out water bottles too. Also to show our support for healthy eating
there was a table full of fruits and vegetables.
Author Cathryn Falwell came to our school also. She set up a story walk for
her book Scoot! Families could walk while reading parts of the book from the signs.
Thank you so much for attending this event! Also thank you for all of the
donations! We hope you had fun!

Third Grade Trip Around Gorham
By Sophie Lachance
The third graders went on a field trip that took them all around Gorham. They are going
on Thursday. They were visiting a bunch of historical sites such as: The Civil War Monument,
the Baxter Museum and the Baxter Library, and Babb’s Covered Bridge. The Civil War
Monument is 22 feet tall and is in front of the Free Meeting House. The monument was built in
1865 and dedicated in 1866 to honor the men who sacrificed their lives in the war. The Baxter
Museum was built in 1806 by Isaac Gukay. In 1812, the house was bought by Dr. Elihu Baxter,
who was the father of James Phinney Baxter. The Baxter Library was purchased in 1907 by
James Phinney Baxter. The building was donated to the Town of Gorham in memory of his
father. Babb’s Covered Bridge was built over the Presumpscott River. Babb’s Bridge is the
oldest and shortest covered bridge in Maine. The third graders had an awesome time!

Featured Artists
Students from Mrs. Lyons and Mrs. Hodgson's
classes contributed a personal piece of art
to the Children's Museum in Portland. The
Museum was celebrating Autism Awareness
Month. The artwork was displayed for the
entire month of April. The students were
excited and proud to be contributing to such
a wonderful display.

Fourth Grade Trip To Augusta
On Friday, April 18th, Mrs. Stanley and Mrs. Sedenka’s
class went on a field trip to Augusta. They made
arrowheads while they were there. They also went to
the State House and had a tour. In addition, they went
to the museum. The students listened to see if they
could learn more about the three branches of
government. (Executive, Judicial, and Legislative) The
students have been learning a lot about Maine in class.
They have learned about famous people in Maine, jobs
in Maine, and many other interesting facts about
Maine. Many chaperones volunteered, so students
were able to see many exhibits.

No Strings Attached
By Nevin
The 3-5 grades are doing a musical
called No Strings Attached. The musical is
about Pinocchio going on adventures to
become a real boy. As his dad Geppoto
carved him from wood and made him
come to life. Pinocchio goes on his mighty
adventures for his quest.
The play will be performed on May
8-9 at 7 O’Clock.

Around The World With Flat Stanley
By Bailey
On Thursday morning, April, 17 the four second
grade classes went on a field trip to the Westbrook
Performing Arts Center. They went to see a Flat
Stanley ballet. It is performed by the Portland School
of Ballet.
The play is called Around the World With Flat
Stanley; The Case of the Red Shoes. In this ballet
they get to learn a little bit about different countries
that Flat Stanley travels to.
The second grade teachers were very excited
that they got to go to this play. This is the first time
they have ever had the opportunity to go see this
ballet.

The Fifth Grade Boston Field Trip
By Riley Johnson

On April 3, the fifth grade went to The Boston Museum of Science. One show was the live
animal show. It showed some animals you might see at Fenway Park. There was a hawk, a
domestic rat, a skunk, and Madagascar cockroaches.
Another show was the Lightning show. It talked about Ben Franklin, who studied electricity,
and Nikola Tesla, who created the Tesla coil. They also talked about a machine called a Van de
Graff generator. They raised a metal ball and you could see electricity arc across. One machine the
lightning sounded like famous music you might hear. It looked and sounded really cool! On another
machine a girl touched it and her hair stuck up from static. But when he turned off the machine, it
stayed like that. Then he touched her arm and it became normal again. Have you ever wondered
why you are so safe in a car when there is thunder and lightning outside? It is not the rubber tires;
it is the metal exterior of the car. The presenter went up in a human cage (a really big birdcage for
humans) and the Van de Graff machine shocked the human cage. Even when he touched it, he
was okay! The electricity took the easiest path around the metal shell instead of shocking him.
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There was also an exhibit called the Hall of Human Life. The exhibit had many interactive
stations, all explaining different things about the human body. There were four preserved brains.
There was a squirrel, a cat, a monkey, and a human. One really cool fact is that the only major
difference between a monkey brain and a human brain is size. That’s probably why they are so
intelligent!

