
 

Great  
Falls 

Chatter 

March 2014 
Celebrating Read Across America 

and Dr. Suess 

The month of March started with a great 
celebration at Great Falls School.  We 
welcomed it with Dr. Suess day on March 3rd.  
Everyone was invited to wear red and white.  
The teachers were given a great surprise when 
they walked into school and saw that their door 
had been decorated.  The week continued with 
World Read Aloud Day on Wednesday and 
ended with a fun filled Family Art and Literacy 
Night.  At Great Falls everyone from teachers to 
students to parents had a great time celebrating 
their love of reading! 
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News from the Principal 

Dear Great Falls Families,  
 
Entering the lobby, you will see a poster advertising our annual Career Fair, which is coming 
in early May. You might ask, my child is too young to decide what he/she wants to do when 
grown up, so why are we even thinking about careers for them yet?  Good question! 
 
There are actually national standards around career readiness for children as early as 
primary and elementary grades. What do they look like?  These standards outline skills and 
dispositions that will assist children as they grow and bridge school to the world of work.  
 
 It is never too early to help your child: 

• Learn about various occupations, traditional and non-traditional 
• Be thinking about what they love to do, and what they feel they are good at 
• Learn how to interact with others 
• Work with others to compromise and  solve problems  
• Learn how to make decisions 
• Learn how to set and reach goals 
• Understand the importance of planning 
• Learn how to manage their time, seeking balance between responsibilities and leisure 
• Develop a positive attitude toward work and learning 
• Learn how to be organized 

 
As adults, we know how important these skills and attitudes are to success in whatever our life 
endeavors are. Thank you for helping us get our students, your children, ready for their world 
of tomorrow!   
 
BTW – We’d love to add you to our list of presenters at the Great Falls Career Fair!  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jane Esty 
and  
Becky Fortier 
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If	  you’ve	  been	  at	  Great	  Falls	  within	  the	  past	  few	  years,	  it’s	  
likely	  you’ve	  crossed	  paths	  with	  Laura	  Rancourt	  at	  some	  
point.	  A	  stay	  at	  home	  mom	  to	  her	  son,	  Casey,	  and	  daughter,	  
Claire,	  Laura	  is	  busily	  involved	  in	  many	  community	  activities,	  
one	  of	  which	  includes	  serving	  as	  the	  fourth	  grade	  volunteer	  
coordinator.	  Casey,	  age	  nine,	  is	  in	  Mrs.	  Stanley’s	  fourth	  grade	  
class	  while	  Claire,	  age	  seven,	  is	  a	  first	  grade	  student	  in	  Mrs.	  
Farley’s	  class.	  Laura	  is	  also	  involved	  with	  Girl	  Scouts,	  where	  
she	  serves	  on	  the	  Service	  Team	  and	  is	  a	  troop	  leader	  in	  
Gorham.	  	  She	  is	  involved	  in	  Gorham	  sports,	  and	  recently	  
helped	  coach	  Claire’s	  soccer	  team	  last	  fall.	  
	  	  
Laura	  volunteers	  weekly	  in	  both	  of	  her	  children’s	  classes	  and	  
finds	  volunteering	  a	  way	  to	  be	  involved	  in	  her	  children’s	  lives	  
in	  a	  meaningful	  way.	  She	  is	  able	  to	  foster	  a	  stronger	  home-‐
school	  connection	  through	  her	  time	  in	  her	  children’s	  
classrooms	  by	  getting	  to	  know	  their	  friends,	  teachers,	  and	  
their	  classwork.	  	  Laura	  is	  dedicated	  to	  volunteering	  at	  Great	  
Falls	  and	  in	  so	  many	  other	  activities	  as	  it	  connects	  her	  to	  and	  
provides	  her	  an	  opportunity	  to	  give	  back	  to	  her	  community,	  
while	  and	  also	  allowing	  her	  to	  meet	  and	  work	  with	  other	  
wonderful	  volunteers.	  	  
	  	  
Her	  other	  work	  as	  the	  volunteer	  coordinator	  includes	  
attending	  weekly	  volunteer	  coordinator	  meetings	  and	  
helping	  to	  facilitate	  events	  at	  the	  school,	  like	  the	  book	  fair	  
held	  in	  March.	  She	  communicates	  upcoming	  needs	  with	  
fourth	  grade	  parent	  volunteers.	  Laura	  feels	  there	  are	  many	  
upcoming	  events	  that	  need	  more	  volunteer	  support,	  and	  
stresses	  any	  amount	  of	  volunteer	  time	  is	  acceptable	  and	  
appreciated.	  Upcoming	  events	  that	  will	  need	  volunteer	  
support	  include	  the	  Health	  and	  Wellness	  Fair	  in	  April	  and	  
teacher	  appreciation	  week	  in	  May.	  Stay	  tuned	  for	  more	  
information,	  and	  remember,	  any	  support	  you	  can	  provide	  
would	  be	  wonderful!	  
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Family Art of Literacy Night 
By: Sami 

 On Friday, March 4th Great Falls had a Family 
Art of Literacy Fun Night. This was to help celebrate 
Read Across America week.  There were TONS of 
activities there. Some examples are; face painting, draw 
your favorite book, Readers Theatre, and several art 
projects. By the looks of it, the most favorite activity was 
face painting. The line for face painting was packed all night! It 
looks like, not only the kids and students enjoyed it, but the 
parents enjoyed it just as much as the kids did.  
 Lots of people also seemed to really love the Readers 
Theatre. The students who performed were part of the 
Readers Theatre kids club.  They practiced during their first 
two club meetings.  It was busy every performance! I watched 
most of them and they were really funny! The actors and 
actresses did an amazing job! 
  Every activity looked really fun. The last thing I want to 
point out is that every student had to bring in one or a couple 
books for a school in Jamaica. We did this because the school 
really needed books.  They come from a poor section of the 
country and the school had recently been broken into.  We 
wanted to do what we could to help.  I think this was a kind, 
amazing, and thoughtful thing to do. This night really brought 
friends, families, and 
teachers closer 
together. 
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                Cromwell Center Visits 
                By: Bailey 
 This month third, fourth, and fifth graders were visited by the Cromwell 
Center for Disability Awareness. They visited the students to  teach them and 
make aware of different disabilities. 
 Students learned about the different types of disabilities that people have. 
They did some activities that helped them understand that people are different, 
and that everyone thinks in a different way. 
 One activity that they did was an activity that shows how it feels to be 
stared at. Everyone had a partner that they stared at. While they stared at 
their partner, their partner stared at them. Most people said that it felt weird, 
awkward, and creepy to be stared at. They 
also said that it felt the same way to be 
the one who is staring. The reason that 
the students did that activity was to show 
that it is uncomfortable to be stared at 
by another person, and it puts a lot of 
pressure on the person who is being stared 
at.  Just because someone looks different 
or may be acting different there are ways 
to handle it besides staring. 
 The other activity that they did was 
with lemons. Each group had a lemon that 
they studied. They found characteristics that would 
help them tell which lemon was theirs. One member of the group put the lemon 
back. After the lemons were shuffled around, the same member of the group 
took back one lemon. The group then determined if the lemon was actually 
theirs. The point of that activity was to show you that everything is different, 
especially people. 
 The Cromwell Center taught the students many things about disabilities.  
Most importantly it taught us that we need to be respectful and inclusive of 

everyone.  It is 

Spread	  The	  Word	  To	  End	  The	  Word	  
By:	  Mia	  and	  Riley	  

	   At	  the	  fifth	  grade	  lunch	  on	  Thursday,	  students	  watched	  a	  video	  
about	  Spread	  the	  Word	  to	  End	  the	  Word.	  	  Students	  learned	  that	  there	  
are	  several	  words	  that	  all	  mean	  the	  same	  thing	  as	  the	  r	  word.	  They	  
agreed	  that	  the	  r	  word	  and	  any	  words	  related	  to	  it	  are	  bad.	  	  They	  all	  
made	  a	  pledge	  not	  to	  say	  these	  words.	  The	  video	  showed	  them	  how	  
hurtful	  these	  words	  can	  be	  when	  they	  are	  said	  to	  you	  or	  are	  said	  about	  
you.	  Also	  they	  discussed	  how	  these	  words	  are	  not	  nice	  to	  say	  and	  how	  
they	  will	  not	  say	  them.	  The	  national	  day	  was	  on	  March	  2nd,	  but	  it	  is	  
celebrated	  all	  through	  March.	  The	  fifth	  graders	  all	  received	  bracelets	  that	  
say,	  “Spread	  the	  Word	  to	  End	  the	  Word”	  on	  them.	  	  They	  also	  all	  signed	  a	  
banner	  to	  pledge	  that	  they	  will	  not	  say	  these	  words.	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	   Here	  is	  a	  link	  to	  the	  video:	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8rpAov4YjXI&feature=share	  
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Addition to the Wellness Site 
By:Mia 

 Mr.D is adding a new section to the wellness page on 
our Great Falls website!  This new section features 
pictures of students and families participating in family 
walks or hikes, fun runs, and 5k’s. If a student 
participates in one of the above activities, Mr.D would 
like to get a picture to add to the wellness site! Please 
send him pictures of your child or family on hikes, fun 
runs, or 5k’s.   Also, those who participate and notify 
Mr.D will get a happy foot! 
 If you know of a fun run or 5k coming up, Mr.D would love 
the information!  He can spread the word at Great Falls.  

What do we know about snow? By: Julia  Mrs. Lesperance’s 1st grade class did an experiment with snow.  

They first started with a simple question:  Is 5 cups of snow equal 

to 5 cups of water?  The students gathered 5 cups of snow.  When 

they were waiting for the snow to melt the class read books about 

snow.  One of the books that the class read was called Snowflake 

Bentley by Jacqueline Brigas Martin.  The students also looked at 

pictures of snowflakes.  They found out that every snowflake was 

unique and that each snowflake had six sides.  Mrs. Lesperance’s 

class made their own snowflakes by tracing pattern blocks.  By the 

next day the snow had melted.  Their conclusion was that 5 cups of 

snow equals 1 cup of water.  
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Surprise For Teachers 
By: Sophie 

When teachers walked into school on the first Monday in March they 
were welcomed with quite a surprise.   Parent volunteers had come in over 
the weekend and decorated every door!   Mrs.Fortier had asked of all the 
teachers what their favorite children's book was and gathered the 
information for the volunteers. It was a surprise for the teachers because 
they usually have to decorate the doors on their own. So on 
the previous Friday, Mrs.Cupps, Mrs.Douglas, Mrs.Smith, 
and Mrs.Rancourt decorated the doors so the teachers 
could see them on Monday.  They had worked very hard at 
home preparing the paintings for each door.  Some of the 

themes were Harry Potter, The Story of 
Ferdinand, and Where the Wild Things Are. 
The teachers thought they were amazing 
and were very surprised!  It was another 
great way for Great Falls to celebrate Read 
Across America!  Thanks to all the 
volunteers who helped! 

World Read Aloud Day is an awareness day advocating for 

literacy as a right that belongs to all people, celebrated around 

the world annually on the first Wednesday in March.  Great Falls 

participated in this event.  At 9:15 the school stopped what they 

were doing and read aloud.  Teachers read to students, students 

read to each other, and entire classes read together.  Mrs. 

LaRosa’s second grade class read The Cat In The Hat together.  

It was another way for us to celebrate Read Across America and 

have fun reading! 



 

 

  

 

D.A.R.E 
By: Brandon 

 5th graders are working on making the right 
choices. Since January, students have been 
participating in the DARE program with Officer 
Sanborn.  They are learning about avoiding drugs and 
violence. Officer Sanborn is teaching them to think 
about their choices before they act. The 5th graders 
have been practicing strategies for making decisions.  
This program helps them think about what they might 
do in certain situations.  
 5th graders have received a D.A.R.E pencil, ruler, 
and a bookmark.  At the end of the program they will 
receive a t-shirt and an ID card at the graduation.  They 
will pledge to stay drug free and to make good 

decisions.  

Kids Clubs 
By: Stephen 

 We currently have 10 awesome kids clubs 
happening at Great Falls.  We appreciate the 15 teachers 
and parent volunteer who have stepped up to run these 
great clubs.  The board games club is having fun playing 
lots of different games.  The chess club is keeping their 
minds active by competing against each other.  In the 

books and beyond club, students are reading books and 
creating fun crafts.  The computer club gets techy each week.  
The dance dance revolution club is busting a move to old and 
new tunes.  Lego club is keeping their imaginations active.  
Mechanics Mania club is having a great time taking things 
apart to investigate how they work.  Mr. D is keeping things 
competitive in Pillow-Polo Hockey.  The Reader’s Theatre 
group is enjoying the spotlight!  The Walking Club is staying 

active by taking some long 
walks.  Thanks to everyone 
who helps us out! 
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Pi Day 
By: Tabetha 

  
If you aren’t in Mrs. Mullin’s or Mrs. Paolino’s classes then 

you probably didn’t realize that March 14th is known as Pi day.  If 
you are thinking about the dessert pie, then you are not exactly 
right. 
 Pi is a decimal that goes on forever. 3.14 for short.  It is an 
irrational number and mathematicians continue to compute the digits 
of pi. 
 In these 5th grade classes a celebration took place.  First, 
Mrs. Mullin read a book called Sir Cumference and the Dragon of 
Pi.  I highly recommend it. Not only was it entertaining, but we 
learned about diameter, circumference, and how to use pi.  The 
diameter is the distance across the circle and the circumference is 
the distance around the circle.  The circumference is 3.14 times the 
diameter.  We made a plate to help us remember this. 
 Next was a very fun event.  We got a pan of colored liquids 
and we blew bubbles into it.  After we gently set a sheet of paper 
on the bubbles.  We traced circles on the bubbles and used the 
circles to identify the circumference and diameter to get pi. 
 The final event was my personal favorite and the major 
challenge of pi day.  Mrs. Mullin challenged all of her students to 
memorize as many digits of pi as they could.  The record was 40 
digits. This year there were several participants and 3 students 
broke that record.  The overall winner was Jillian who memorized 
90 digits of pi! The world record is over 60,000 digits! 

 Next year Mrs. Mullin is planning a bigger 
celebration due to the pattern in the date:  
3/14/15.  If you are in fourth grade, you might 
want to start memorizing now for next year’s 
celebration! 
  

Jillian Dugas memorized 90 
digits of pi! 
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Author Skype Visit 
By: Sam and Caroline 

On World Read Aloud Day Mrs.McAllister and Ms.Tibbitts classes Skyped with Laurel 
Snyder, author of books like Bigger than a Breadbox and Seven Stories Up. Usually 
when we skype, we have technical errors. But this time we didn’t have any, maybe 
because it was such a special day.  When we got on, she told us about herself. She 
lives in Atlanta, Georgia. Then she showed us her assistant, Lucy, who is a dog. She 
also read us a little bit of Seven Stories Up. She told us that she got the idea of Seven 
Stories Up from the mother of Bigger Than A BreadBox, and from her own life. She 
said she is writing a new book called The Orphan Island. Laurel didn’t read us her 
rough draft, though, because it isn’t published yet and if it sounded interesting but it 
wasn’t published, we would be disappointed. 
 She has also written picture books like Inside The Slidy Diner and Camp 
Wonderful Wild. Earlier this year Mrs. McAllister read us Inside The Slidy Diner. It was 
a great picture book. Laurel got the idea from her own life from when she was a 
waitress at a diner and when she stole a lemon drop and got caught. Lastly she asked 
us our opinion about what the cover of the paperback version of Seven Stories Up 
should look like because she doesn’t like the current cover.  
 We had a great time listening to author Laurel Snyder on World Read Aloud 
Day! 

The McTibb
itts Team 

also celebra
ted Read 

Across Ame
rica by 

having Sues
sical Hair 

Day! 
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Save the Date! 
Friday, April 4th from 6:00-7:30pm 

The Great Falls 3rd Annual  
Family Fun and Wellness Night 

 
The GF Family Fun and Wellness Night has been a family favorite in the past! Join 
us once again as we promote healthy living and fun! 
 
With a focus on wellness, families can experience different forms of movement 
including DDR, Jukado, Take Time, Brain Gym and dance.  A story walk will be 
set up that features the book “Scoot”, written by local author Cathryn Falwell. The 
obstacle course and giant blow up slide will be back by popular demand! 
 
Many organizations will be sharing health, safety and wellness information. 
Officer Sanborn (Bike Safety), the Gorham School Nutrition Program (Healthy 
Snacks), and The Gorham Fire Department are just a few of the guests! 
 
Admission is free and an oatmeal packet donation to the Walkerswood 
Elementary School in Jamaica would be greatly appreciated!  
 
See you on April 4th for tons of family fun! Be sure to say hi to the 5-2-1-0 mascot, 
Redy! 


