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USM and Great Falls have partnered up again. USM’s Assistant Athletic Director for Student 
Development, Meredith Bradley-Bickford has worked with Great Falls to bring student-athletes from the 
university in to mentor elementary students.  This is the second year that mentors have been coming to 
Great Falls. They spend 90 minutes a week working with students around the school. The USM mentors 
serve as wonderful role models for their young mentees. In addition to the mentoring program, there are 84 
student-athletes participating in the “Husky Pen Pal” program. They are corresponding with third grade 
students.  

Representatives from the Cromwell Center recently came to Great Falls to provide lessons to 
students of all ages. The Cromwell Center is a non-profit organization from Portland that goes to schools to 
help increase awareness of disabilities. They foster understanding and sensitivity in their lessons.  

Lori Speed and a group of volunteers from the Gorham based company Irwin Tools, a brand of 
Newell Rubbermaid, spent the day at Great Falls Elementary School completing a number of tasks to 
enhance the outdoor campus. October 28th the day of Global Service, whereby employees of Newell 
Rubbermaid all over the world participate in giving back to their communities.  
 
Great Falls students and staff would like to thank the following volunteers from Irwin Tools: 
 

Lori Speed    Tim Vargo 
Dana Johnson    Tara Harrington 
Bill Shufelt    Zakariya Ayanle 

Ryan Baker    Scott Avery 

Guests at Great Falls 



News from the Principal’s Office 

 
 
 
Dear Great Falls Families, 
 
Thank you for your participation in our Fall 2014 Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences. We had an 
astounding 98% attendance rate this year… our best ever!  We greatly appreciate your active interest 
in your child’s education and for this partnership with our school. Of course, we want to remind you that 
if you have a question, concern, or reason to celebrate, please make sure to contact your child’s 
classroom teacher at any point during the school year.  
 
November brings all of us a reminder to give thanks. We have many reasons for gratitude, and with the 
advent of the Thanksgiving holiday, having food to feed our families is high on the list. Of course, we 
know that not everyone is fortunate to count on a regular supply of nutritious meals for their families. 
This reality and our sincere desire to teach our students compassion and community outreach form the 
foundation for our participation in the “Empty Bowl Project.” You will be hearing much more about this 
as November progresses, but we thought you might like to have some background information on this 
important event.  
 

“Helping to feed people in need : Empty Bowls is an international grassroots effort to fight 
hunger and was created by The Imagine Render Group. The basic premise is simple: Potters 
and other craftspeople, educators and others work with the community to create handcrafted 
bowls. In exchange for a cash donation, guests are asked to keep a bowl as a reminder of all 
the empty bowls in the world. The money raised is donated to an organization working to end 
hunger and food insecurity.” 
 
 
Last year’s participation at Great Falls School raised over $2,000, all of which went directly to the 
Gorham Food Pantry.  With your help, this support for our local families can be accomplished 
again.  Keep a lookout for the 2014 Great Falls School Empty Bowl Project! 
 
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving. We wish you fully bellies and full hearts. We thank you for sharing 
your children with us, and want you to know that we continue to take their safety and best educational 
interests seriously each and every day.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jane Esty and Becky Fortier 
 



 

 

Did you know the Great Falls Library 
participates in Cartridges for Kids?  This 
program rewards the library for 
recycling used-up or unwanted ink/laser 
cartridges and electronics (like phones, 
laptops, and e-readers).  This helps us 
keep our shelves stocked with 
awesome new books! You can help, 
too!  Bring in your old, broken, or 
unwanted phones, printer cartridges, e-
readers, tablets, PDAs, or mp3 players, 
and drop them in the box outside the 
main office!  Every little bit counts-- 
Thanks!! 

Update from Mrs. Ewing 

If you have socks or pants with elastic 
waistbands that your children have 
outgrown, we can always use those in the 
nurse's office for children who need a 
change of clothing.  We are all set with 
other types of clothing for now.  Thank you 
to those who have kept us well stocked in 
the past! 

Human Growth and Development Classes 
(puberty information) will be starting in 
November for all fourth graders at Great 
Falls. These consist of 2 sessions with Mrs. 
Ewing, the school nurse.  A parent 
information meeting was held on Oct 20 but 
if you missed it and need information on 
the class content, please contact Mrs. Ewing 
by email or 222-1062. 

Classes for fifth graders will be held in the 
spring of 2015. 



 

 

 It's November~ Picture Book Month!  

 

Although November is the time when many schools, libraries, and book lovers celebrate the picture book, 
we should celebrate joy of the read-aloud experience EVERY day! 

Reading aloud is one of the most important things parents and teachers can do with children and it 
shouldn't stop with our youngest students. Reading aloud is good for all ages as it builds many important 
skills: 

• Introduces vocabulary 
• Provides a model of fluent, expressive reading 
• And helps children recognize what reading for pleasure is all about! 

Author Mem Fox asks us to "Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every single day reading aloud!" 
Visit her web page for her Ten Read-Aloud Commandments, fabulous ideas on books and other great 
information. 

Picture books are perfect for reading aloud. They build visual thinking skills, helping to connect words to 
pictures, and there is a picture book for everything. If you look you will find books to match almost any 
topic or issue there is! 

There are many great Blogs and Websites that can help you in your search for quality picture books. Here 
are just a few: The Picture Book Review, New York Times Best Sellers, and Children, Books and 
Reading. Caldecott Medal  

Pick up a picture book and enjoy!  

From the Learning Lab 



 

 
 
 

Collaborative Art at Great Falls 
 
All students have been working on a special 
project in the Art room this month. We are making 
a large-scale chandelier in the style of Dale 
Chihuly, a glass artist. Since glass is expensive, 
dangerous, and heavy, we came up with some 
alternatives. Some of the fifth grade classes 
experimented with different kinds of plastic and 
media for coloring. Mrs. Rimkunas got special 
overhead transparencies at Ruth's Recyclables and 
we discovered that Sharpie markers work on one 
side and watercolors work on the other side. We 
made seaforms and macchia and Mrs. R. will be 
using a heat gun to warp the plastic into glass-like 
forms. Then we will put them together over a wire 
armature and hang the chandelier in the main 
hallway of Great Falls. Thanks to a grant from the 
Gorham Educational Foundation this project can 
go from experimental to actual! Two to three 
chandeliers will be created depending on the final 
sizes. All of our students can be proud that they 
participated in creating these permanent Art 
installations! 

1st graders in Mrs. Farley’s class created art projects connected to Student 
Anthology readings. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Learning Together at Great Falls 
 

Reader Leaders and Math Mentors are at it again! Great Falls Student Ambassadors 
volunteer to work with K, 1st and 2nd grade students. Over forty students meet 
weekly, developing friendships and working on reading and math skills. 

Taking Time to Share a Good Book!  Mrs. Paolino's 5th grade students share a read aloud with 
their reading buddies from Mrs. vanLuling's kindergarten class.  The two classes get-together 
once a week.  What a rewarding experience for both groups. 


